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Prof (Dr) Anupam Basu delivering his Chief Guest address and 
sitting (l to r): Mr R K Roy, Mr P Shaw, Dr Tandra Pal & Mr M N 
Bandyopadhyay 

 

The Institution of Engineers (India), Durgapur Local 

Information Society Day on 17
th
 May, 2018 evening in Visvesvaraya Auditorium. The dignitaries on 

the dais were: Prof (Dr) Anupam Basu, Director, 

Guest, Prof (Dr) Tandra Pal, Computer Sc. & Engineering Department, NIT Durgapur as Guest of 

Honour, Mr Parasuram Shaw, Dy. General Manager (CHRD), SAIL, DSP as Guest of Honour.  Mr R 

K Roy as Chairman, IEI, Durgapur Local Centre and Mr. M N Bandyopadhyay as Hony. Secret

IEI, Durgapur Local Centre.  

 

Before starting the main programme a documentary film was shown on HISTORY OF ITU

International Telecommunication Union' 

 

At the outset, Mr M N Bandyopadhyay, Honorary Secretary of Durgapur Local Centre

introductory address briefed about the day and said the Communication is a very important element to 

communicate and connect people all around the globe and today on World Telecommunica
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The Institution of Engineers (India), Durgapur Local Centre observed World Telecommunication and 

May, 2018 evening in Visvesvaraya Auditorium. The dignitaries on 

the dais were: Prof (Dr) Anupam Basu, Director, National Institute of Technology, Durgapur as Chief 

) Tandra Pal, Computer Sc. & Engineering Department, NIT Durgapur as Guest of 

Honour, Mr Parasuram Shaw, Dy. General Manager (CHRD), SAIL, DSP as Guest of Honour.  Mr R 

K Roy as Chairman, IEI, Durgapur Local Centre and Mr. M N Bandyopadhyay as Hony. Secret

Before starting the main programme a documentary film was shown on HISTORY OF ITU

International Telecommunication Union' - 1966 United Nations Film (Part 1 & II). 
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introductory address briefed about the day and said the Communication is a very important element to 
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M N Bandyopadhyay, Honorary Secretary of Durgapur Local Centre in his 

introductory address briefed about the day and said the Communication is a very important element to 

communicate and connect people all around the globe and today on World Telecommunication Day 



and Information Society Day people around the world celebrate and acknowledge the evolution of 

Telecommunication.  This day is celebrated to mark the anniversary of the International 

Telecommunications Union (ITU). The 2018 theme will focus on the potential of Artificial 

Intelligence (AI) to accelerate the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). 

 

Mr R K Roy, Chairman, Durgapur Local Centre welcomed the gathering and said that the purpose 

of World Telecommunication and Information Society Day (WTISD) is to help raise awareness of the 

possibilities that the use of the Internet and other information and communication technologies (ICT) 

can bring to societies and economies, as well as of ways to bridge the digital divide. 

17 May marks the anniversary of the signing of the first International Telegraph Convention and the 

creation of the International Telecommunication Union.  2018 Theme: Enabling the positive use of 

Artificial Intelligence for All In recent years there has been significant progress in AI technology, 

made possible by tremendous advances in contributing fields, such as Big Data, machine learning, 

computing power, storage capacity and cloud computing, among others. AI-based technologies are 

already emerging as a key component of proactive tools and applications being used to help people 

lead better lives by improving healthcare, education, finance, agriculture, transportation, and a wide 

range of other services. The 2018 theme will focus on the potential of Artificial Intelligence (AI) to 

accelerate the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). 

 

After the welcome address, Chairman felicitated the Chief Guest, Prof (Dr) Anupam Basu a renowned 

Professor, Eminent Engineer in the field of Science and Technology and present Director, National 

Institute of Technology Durgapur with Honour scarf (Uttario) & Mementos. 

Chief Guest, Prof Basu in his address highlighted that the main purpose of the day is to raise global 

awareness of societal changes brought about by the Internet and new age technologies. It also aims to 

help diminish the digital segregation and the huge potential of Artificial Intelligence (AI) to serve the 

society. He told that artificial intelligence is the next step of human race on automation. Though we all 

are technically trying to develop everything but not much contributing to the society. We must 

develop through AI that a blind person should be able to do the job as a normal person by using AI. 

Further development will be helpful to our society if AI is not only developed for industry but also 

should be for physically challenged persons. He discussed about Internet of things (IoT) and Internet 

of everything (IoE).He concluded with some case studies and examples of developed country as well 

as in our country. Examples were related to medical, smart city, education and agriculture. 

 

Guest of Honour, Dr Tandra Pal, gave a presentation on ‘Enabling the positive use of 

artificial intelligence for all’. She delivered briefly on traditional machine learning vs. deep 

learning,deliberated on applications of AI, in health,education,assisted living,smart city, smart energy 

management, smart grid,water management,waste management,smart healthcare,safe city,smart traffic 

management. She discussed an out the major breakthrough from the year 1956 to 2017.Comparison of 

traditional machine learning and deep learning clearly explained. She further explained Toward 

Human-level Recognition Performance,  Beyond Human-level Performance, classification of 

problems, Feature engineering vs. Feature Learning etc. She concluded with the explanation of 

applications of AI in different areas like Health, Education, Assisted Living, and Smart City. 

 

Guest of Honour, Mr Parasuram Shaw in his presentation deliberated on the topic ‘Artificial 

Intelligence’. He told that the goal of AI is to provide software based on input and output. AI will 

provide human-like interactions with software and offer decision support for specific tasks, but it’s not 

a replacement for humans – and won’t be anytime soon. He also explained how AI works. He 

explained the cognitive computing which is a subfield of AI that strives for a natural, human-like 

interaction with machines. Using AI and cognitive computing, the ultimate goal is for a machine to 

simulate human processes through the ability to interpret images and speech – and then speak 

coherently in response.    

 



He told that Computer vision relies on pattern recognition and deep learning to recognize what’s in a 

picture or video. When machines can process, analyze and understand images, they can capture 

images or videos in real time and interpret their surroundings. 

 

Natural language processing (NLP) is the ability of computers to analyze, understand and generate 

human language, including speech. The next stage of NLP is natural language interaction, which 

allows humans to communicate with computers using normal, everyday language to perform tasks. 

He told that the principle limitation of AI is that it learns from the data. There is no other way in 

which knowledge can be incorporated. That means any inaccuracies in the data will be reflected in the 

results. And any additional layers of prediction or analysis have to be added separately. 

He mentioned about the challenges and told that today’s AI systems are trained to do a clearly defined 

task. The system that plays poker cannot play solitaire or chess. The system that detects fraud cannot 

drive a car or give you legal advice. In fact, an AI system that detects health care fraud cannot 

accurately detect tax fraud or warranty claims fraud. In other words, these systems are very, very 

specialized. They are focused on a single task and are far from behaving like humans. He concluded 

with example of applications in  different field. He also showed a video on ‘Robotics’ which works on 

Artificial Intelligence system.  

 

Vote of thanks was given by Honorary. Secretary, Mr. M N Bandyopadhyay after an interesting 

question and answer session which was not only lively but gives an opportunity for members to 

interact between them and speakers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


